
Olympics New and Old…

The 2012 Olympics are approaching!!! 
In 2012 London will be hosting the one in four  
years Olympic games! They have hosted them 
twice: once in 1908 and the second time in 1948 
and now, sixty four years later they are very 
excited to host them again after Beijing hosted 
them four years ago.  

L'Exclusif has decided to give you an 
exclusive look at the Olympics: we've imagined an interview with “Jack”, a modern 
Olympic athlete and an Olympic spectator from the first Olympics, “Aeson”.

Jack
L'Exclusif: When did the modern Olympic 
Games start?
Jack: They started in 1896, 155 years ago 
in Athens to unite the nations in a sporting 
event.

L'Exclusif:  Who attends the Olympic 
games?Jack: Anyone who wants to come 
and can buy a ticket is welcome. People 
come from all over the World as it is a 
huge sports event.
L'Exclusif: How often are the Olympics 
staged?
Jack: Every four years.
L'Exclusif: What are the stadiums like, 
Jack?
Jack: The stadiums are huge! They have a 
80 000 seating capacity!
L'Exclusif: So, who takes part?
Jack: The best trained athletes from 
every country in the world compete.
L'Exclusif: What sports are played at the 
games?
Jack: 26 sports will be played at the 2012 

London games .They will include: Aquatics, 
Archery, Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, 
Boxing, Canoeing, Kayaking, Cycling, 
Equestrian, Fencing, Football, Gymnastics, 
Handball, Hockey, Judo, Modern 
Pentathlon, Rowing, Sailing, Shooting, 
Table Tennis, Taekwendo, Tennis, 
Triathlon, Volleyball, Weightlifting and 
Wrestling.
L'Exclusif: What 
is the nastiest 
event?
Jack: Well 
nowadays the 
sports are all very 
safe and 
enjoyable.
L'Exclusif: What prizes do the athletes 
get?
Jack: The prizes include: medals and 
money and other presents from their 
countries and sponsors.
L'Exclusif: And finally, how long do the 
games last?
Jack: The games last 16 days.
L'Exclusif: Thank you very much Jack! I 
learned lots of interesting facts 
and figures of the Olympic 
games.

Aeson L'Exclusif: Hello, I'm 



from L'Exclusif can I interview you a 
minute? When did the  Olympic Games 
start?

Aeson: Sure! The real Olympic games originally 
started in 776*, in Olympia.
(* that's B.C.!)
L'Exclusif: So that's where the name 
Olympics is from! And why can you tell 
me, why the Olympic games were created?

Aeson: In the beginning,they were part of a 
religious festival in honour of Zeus but they were 
so enjoyable that they became a regular sporting 
event.

L'Exclusif: Oh! I didn't know that! By the 
way, who attends the Olympic games?

Aeson: Only men,boys and unmarried women 
are allowed to attend the games. It is seen as bad 
to let married women 
attend as the athletes are  
naked.The athletes usually 
competed nude, not only as 
the weather was 
appropriate, but also as the 
festival was meant to 
celebrate, in part, the 
achievements of the human body. Olive oil was 
used by the competitors, not only as a substitute 
for soap for washing, bathing, and cleaning, to 
keep skin smooth, and provide an appealing look 
for the participants

L'Exclusif: They compete naked! When 
are they staged?

Aeson: Every four years the exciting
event is staged.

L'Exclusif: Just like us! And, so who 
takes part?

Aeson: Only freemen can compete.They have to 
be trained Greek athletes.

L'Exclusif: I am learning so much from 
you! What sports are played at the 
games?

Aeson:The games include: wrestling, boxing, 
long jump, throwing the javelin and discus, 
chariot racing. In the the pentathlon there are 5 
events: running, wrestling,javelin, discus and 
long jump. One of the toughest events  is the 
race for hoplites, men wearing armour and 
carrying shields.
L'Exclusif: What is the nastiest event?
Aeson: The nastiest event is probably the 
pankration or all-in wrestling,is the nastiest 
event. There are hardly any rules. Biting and 
poking people’s eyes are officially banned, but 
some competitors do both.  All-in wrestling is 
very popular. Boxing is tough too. The fighters 
wear leather gloves and a boxer is allowed to go 
on hitting his opponent even after he’s knocked 
him to the ground.
L'Exclusif: How awful!What prizes do the 
athletes get?
Aeson: The prizes include: a wreath of leaves, 
cash, shields, bronze tripods, woolen cloaks, 
olive oil and a hero’s welcome back home. 
Winners might marry rich women, enjoy free 
meals, invitations to parties, and the best seats in 
the theatre.
L'Exclusif: And lastly, how long do the 
games last?
Aeson: The games last 4 days.
L'Exclusif: Thank you very much Aeson! I 
know you have got to go now so bye!

It’s going to be a very exciting 2012 games. If you weren’t lucky enough to get 
hold of tickets, don’t worry, fortunately, nowadays, the games are covered live on 
television. We hope you will enjoy the event as much as we will.

By Naomi Taylor


