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General Presentation

A/ Location

Nepal is located in south Asia and neighbours India, China and 
Tibet. Nepal has eight of the tallest mountains on earth.
It is one of the ten poorest countries in the world.

B/ Size and Population

Nepal measures 147.81 square kilometres and has a population of 
30 million people.

C/ Flag

Nepal is known to be the only country in the world to not have a rectangular flag. Its flag is 
blue, red and white. The top symbol of the flag means night and the bottom symbol of the flag 
means daylight.

D/ Government

               Until 1990 Nepal was a monarchy that was ruled by a king. King Birendra in 1990 agreed 
to expand political reforms by creating a parliamentary monarchy with the king as the head of 
state and a prime minister as the head of the government. Later, in 2006, Nepal became a Republic 
after a civil war from 1996 to 2006.
However, governments in Nepal have been very unstable and often can not solve the problems of 
the population

By Nathan, Rafael and Jean-Pascal



E/ Geography

Nepal has a rich geography. The north side of Nepal has eight of the ten tallest mountains 
on earth including Mount Everest (29.029 feet). All these mountains come from the Chinese and 
Indian plates running into each other and pushing the ground upward. Nepal has more than 240 
peaks over 20.000 feet above sea level. The south of Nepal is more fertile and flat.

F/ Religions

Most of the Nepalese practise Hinduism (81%). Nepal has the highest percentage of Hindu 
followers in the world. Nepal is also linked historically to Buddhism which  is practised by 9% of 
the Nepalese population, Islam by 4%, Kirat by 3%, Christianity by 1.4% and Animism by 0.4%.

G/ Languages

Nepali is the official national language of Nepal. Many Nepalese people in the government 
or in business speak English as well. Dialects of Tibetan are spoken in the northern part of high 
Himalayas where Tibetan is understood by those with religious education from the church.

By Gabriel and Christophe

 



II- Geography
A/ Environment

Nepal is a very mountainous country. The biggest and youngest mountain range in the 
world,  the  Himalayas,  passes  through Nepal.  This  mountain  range  has  90  principal  peaks,  it 
contains 9 of the world's 14 highest peaks, including Mount Everest which measures 8,848 meters 
high.  The  Himalayas  are  always  covered  with  snow,  there  are  approximately  15  000  glaciers 
through the range. The Himalayas are known all  over the world  because of their beauty and 
natural resources. They were formed about 70 million years ago and 75 % of Nepal is covered by 
this amazing range.
The Himalayas are important because they form the natural border with south Asian countries. 
They
hold back the cold wind blowing from the central Asia; and so there is no severe winter in Nepal. 

                                        

There are many rapids and waterfalls from rivers that flows from the mountains. They have 
been utilized for generations to provide power.
The Himalayan region is very rich in animal and forest resources.

The Himalayas attract many tourists and climbers from all over the world. 

Weather and temperature:

There are a lot of different types of weather in Nepal. The monsoon* (*season with heavy 
rains) starts in January and finishes in August. It usually starts raining at night time and finishes in 
early morning. During the monsoon, there are a lot of floods. There are many disasters after the 
floods. 

The climate of Nepal varies from one place to another. In the south the weather in winter is 
mild (pleasant and full of sunshine) and summers are tropical (warm and humid). In the summer 
the temperatures go between 28\30 C°. In the winter, the temperatures are around 10 C°. There are 
different  types  of  climates  in  Nepal  because of  the  contrasts  between the  temperatures  of  the 
Himalaya mountains and the weather in Kathmandu. 

The Kathmandu valley is a warm temperature zone. In the Himalayas, it is nearly always 
snowing throughout the seasons.

Flora and Fauna

Nepal has a lot of different types of vegetation because of its different climate zones.  These 
different climate zones are called belts.

KATHMANDUHIMALAYAS



                                                      

The tropical belt is below 1000m altitude and the vegetation is mostly dominated by a plant 
named the Shala tree which is quite big and has reddish flowers that are attached by what look like 
lianas but are thinner. There are also other known plants like the Crape myrtle that is small with 
pink flowers but can also have white or purple flowers and the yellow teak that  is  a  type of 
yellowish wood. There are about 1500 species of plants. The highest belts are the alpine and nival 
belt at 4000m altitude.

Nepal has beautiful animals such as the Bengal tiger, the Nepalese yak, the red panda, and 
the snow leopard...

        

By Chloe, Rebecca, Eva, Lucile and Carmen 

The Shala tree Crape myrtle tree



B/ Natural Resources

Nepal is a country which is rich in natural resources. Water is the most important natural 
resource of Nepal. Nepal is the second richest country in the water 
resources  after  Brazil.  Nepal  does  not  have  access  to  the  sea  or 
oceans, but there are lots of rivers that flow in the country from the 
mountains. Unfortunately, Nepal doesn’t control its water as many 
dams are managed by India or China. The main rivers of Nepal are 
the Mechi, Koshi, Narayani, Gandaki, Karnali and Mahaali.
Forests are one of the important natural resources in Nepal.
There are many types of forests in different regions of Nepal.  The 
forest occupies about 37% of the land in the country. Forests are rich 
in herbs. Many medicines are made from these herbs.

Nepal is also a polluted country, 80% of the air in cities in the country is polluted. Industrial 
emissions (industrial emissions are all of the pollution that is ejected by factories and industries) 
are very high and contribute to the air pollution in city areas. Factories and industries are not the 
only causes of  pollution in Nepal, cars, buses and motorcycles are also the causes of the pollution 
in country.

 Land is an important natural resource in Nepal.

 People earn their living by farming and selling their goods. The land in Nepal has rich soil 
and minerals. However about 38% of the land is rocky and covered in snow.

Soil is a very important factor for agriculture. It is impossible for people and animals to live 
without good fertile soil. There are many hills and mountains, which are very steep. Rainfall is 
quite heavy so the soil gets washed away and it makes landslides. To protect from landslides, 
heavy trees have been planted to conserve the soil. Plants are the only weapons to hold the soil 
tightly to stop erosion. The land is very good for growing rice, corn, wheat, and sugarcane.

By Gabin, Theo, Felix and Alexander



C/ Population
In Nepal, in 2012, there were 30 million inhabitants and 7.1 million children.  Only 35% of 

the population can live properly, the other 65% are poor people who can't provide for their needs.  
In Nepal there were 201.6 people /km² and 4983283 people live in urban cities, rural villages had 
23922074 inhabitants in 2012.

Here is a population pyramid explaining Nepal's population in 2011.

It shows us the population in millions per age group. There are more children than adults 
in Nepal.  Life expectancy is fairly low.  People die young, compared to 81 years in France.
The birth rate in Nepal is 22 / per 1000 and the death rate is 6.75 / per 1000, the population growth 
rate is 1.768 %.

In 2012, Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal and a big city, had 851,934 inhabitants and the 
surroundings had a population of more then 2.5 million inhabitants. There are 50.67 people per 
km2 in Kathmandu.

Many people are poor because the minister and the prime minister don't do their work 
properly. Many poor people in Kathmandu live in the streets because there are not enough houses, 
only rich people can afford them.

By Lucas, Matthieu, Thomas, Gibran 



III- History
Until  1990  Nepal  was  an  absolute  monarchy  running 

under the control by of the King Birendra. Now Nepal is ruled 
by a President and a Prime Minister.

Governments in Nepal  have tended to be unstable,  no 
government has survived for more than two years since 1991. 
On 23 December 2007, an agreement was made for the monarchy 
to be abolished* and the country to become a federal republic 
with the Prime Minister becoming head of State.
Abolished*: To put an end to.

Some Nepalese people think that the President and his 
ministers don't do their work properly.

In the 15th century, small kingdoms started 
to emerge in southern Nepal. In this century there 

was a prince called Siddharta Gautama who decided not to be a prince. He became 
known as the Buddha and started the Buddhist religion.
Later on, Nepal followed the Hindu religion due to the influence of India around the 
12th century.

In the 18th century, Prithvi Narayan unified the country
In 1846 the Rana regime gained power and isolated Nepal from the outside 

world for some years. In 1951, however, the king took over all power and proclaimed 
a constitutional monarchy. Mahendra Bir Bikram Shah became king in 1955. After 
Mahendra died of a heart attack in 1972, Prince Birendra, at 26, succeeded to the 
throne and became King.

The Royal Massacre

On June 2001, Prince Dipendra shot and killed his father, King Birendra, his mother, his 
brother, his sister, his uncle and several of his aunts before killing himself!
Even  though  Dipendra  was  dead  he  was  king  under  the  law.  Two  days  after  his  death,  his 
surviving brother,  Gyanendra,  was made king.  Although Prince Dipendra was the killer,  they 
suspected that Prince Gyanendra had also been part of the massacre!

On the first of February 2005, King Gyanendra led the government himself and enforced 
martial law. The king caused a lot of suffering to the Nepalese people.
Twenty-one people died and thousands were injured during the 19 days of protests!

In Dec. 2007, Parliament voted to abolish the monarchy and become a federal democratic 
republic. In 2008 Nepal became a Republic and Ram Baran Yadev became the first president.

By Sive, Olivia, Lucas and Blandine


